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Project Background
Since 2003, there have been a number of studies carried out in respect of the N61 National 
Secondary route, including the 2011 National Secondary Road Needs Study, which have identified 
the N61 as substandard.  In particular the section from Ballymurray to south of Knockcroghery has 
been clearly identified as a priority 1 scheme in need of improvement for all road users.  
In 2019, ROD-A undertook a study to consider potential options from Athlone to Roscommon 
to ensure that investment in the Knockcroghery to Ballymurray section of the N61 would not be 
redundant in the future. This study concluded that all feasible route options south of Lecarrow 
would likely re-connect to the existing N61 in the townland of Killiaghan and Gort.  The study area 
was therefore increased to accommodate potential routes from this point, resulting in the Stage 
1 route options displayed at the second public consultation in November 2019.  

Need for the Project
The N61 is a strategic link on the national road network that has seen very significant traffic 

growth in the last 15 years and has become of increasing importance as the link to the 
M6 motorway, the economic development zone at Monksland/Bellanamullia and the 

Regional Centre of Athlone as defined in the National Planning Framework (NPF).  
This project delivers on the strategies and objectives of the National Development 

Plan 2018-2027 (NDP) and NPF.  It improves connectivity between the regional 
centres of Athlone and Sligo, thereby improving access to employment, 

education, health services and the wider National Road network for 
onward national and international travel.

The N61 is not fit for purpose as would be expected from a road 
to current standards and does not cater for all road users, 

including vulnerable road users, and is therefore deficient in 
meeting the requirements of Smarter Travel. 
The N61 has an accident rate 30% above the national 
average due to deficiencies in terms of cross-section, 

geometry, the presence of unforgiving roadsides and high 
junction/access provision encountered over a large proportion of 

its length, in combination with two at-grade level crossings of the 
Dublin – Westport railway.  

Roscommon County Council (RCC), with the support of Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII), is progressing the Planning & Design of the 

N61 Ballymurray to Knockcroghery Road Project. 
RCC appointed Roughan & O’ Donovan – Aecom Alliance (ROD-A) to progress 
the project through Feasibility, Route Selection, Design & Statutory Process 
Phases, (TII Phases 1 to 4).
Following the second public consultation in November 2019, and the 
completion of the Stage 2 Option Selection Process, the ‘Emerging Preferred 
Route Corridor’ has now been identified in accordance with TII’s Project 
Management Guidelines. 



Progress on the Project to Date
A Stage 1 options assessment was undertaken during 2019 to 
identify feasible options and assess these in line with the Common 
Appraisal Framework headings of Economy, Environment and Engi-
neering.  
The public consultation held in November 2019 presented eighteen potential 
route corridors which were assessed as part of the Stage 1 preliminary options 
assessment. The six route corridors that emerged from the stage 1 assessment 
were presented to the public at that consultation.
The corridors shown at that event were typically 300m wide showing the indicative band 
width within which the route options would be developed, but do not represent the actual 
width of the proposed road development.

The Stage 2 Project Appraisal Matrix has now been completed.  Route alignments were developed within each 
of the six corridors and used as the basis for the detailed assessment in accordance with the TII Project Appraisal 
Guidelines and the six Common Appraisal Framework main criteria of: 

1. Safety
2. Economy
3. Integration
4. Accessibility & Social Inclusion
5. Physical Activity
6. Environment

This assessment determined the Emerging Preferred Route Corridor, Route Option C-3 (Blue 
Corridor), which is shown in this brochure. 

Emerging Preferred Route Assessment Summary 
Following completion of the Stage 2 Project Appraisal Matrix, Option C-3 was iden-
tified as the optimum Route Corridor Option having considered the benefits and 
impacts based on the six common appraisal framework criteria.  Option C-3 was 
identified as the emerging preferred route corridor for the following reasons:

Safety: Option C-3 is one of the best performing options in terms of safety, 
providing a design compliant with current design standards on a fully offline 
route, whilst minimising the number of junctions and direct accesses onto the 
National Road.

Economy: Option C-3 is one of the best performing options in terms of Economy. Option 
C-3 maximises  Transport Quality and Reliability through reduced road/rail interfaces.

Integration: Route Option C-3 returns one of the highest benefits in terms of integration through 
a route that is consistent with future upgrades of the N61 enhancing connectivity between the  
Regional Centres of Athlone and Sligo, connectivity to the Motorway Network and employment/educa-
tional/health care in Athlone, whilst also providing the opportunity to enhance cycle and pedestrian connectivity 
in the vicinity of the project.



Emerging Preferred Route Assessment 
Summary (Continued) 
Accessibility & Social Inclusion: All route options have a positive 
impact under this sub-criterion by reducing traffic severance on com-
munity involvement in Ballymurray and Knockcroghery especially for the 
younger and older population.  Option C-3 scores highly under this heading 
as it extends this benefit to Culleen and the connection to Lecarrow.

Physical Activity:  Route Option C-3 returns one of the highest benefits for physical 
activity, removing traffic allowing road space to be reallocated to provide for pedestri-
an/cycle facilities on the existing N61 from Ballymurray through to Lecarrow.  

Environment: Route Option C-3 has the lowest overall impact on environment when com-
pared to other options. The route scores well under the headings of Biodiversity, Noise, Air Quality 
& Climate, Socio-economic, Hydrogeology, Landscape and Visual whilst performing similarly to other 
routes for Cultural Heritage, Land & Soils, Agriculture, Non-Agriculture and Hydrology.

Scheme Benefits 
The key benefits of Route Option C-3 are summarised below:
• Improves connectivity between the regional centres of Athlone 
 and Sligo, with particular improvements for connectivity  
 between Roscommon Town and its hinterland to health, education,  
 and employment opportunities in Athlone/Monksland;

• Integrates with potential future upgrades of the N61 to Athlone  
 accommodating future traffic demands in the region;

• Improves the safety, transport quality and reliability for road and  
 rail users by removing the conflict between the N61 and the  
 railway and the closure of two at-grade level crossings on the  
 railway;

• Addresses the inherent safety issues of the existing N61 associaed with its legacy road  
 geometry, unforgiving  roadside, and high degree of junctions/accesses with a new  
 engineered offline all-purpose road scheme;

• Reduces traffic volumes on the existing N61, improving the safety for vulnerable road users on the existing  
 N61 and particularly through the centre of Knockcroghery village;

• Improves conditions for vulnerable road users by removing traffic from the existing N61 allowing road  
 space to be reallocated to provide for pedestrian / cycle facilities, promoting sustainable movement be 
 tween the rural settlements of Ballymurray, Knockcroghery, Culleen and Lecarrow;

• Improves journey times and journey time reliability for all road users, including road based public  
 transport;

• Minimises the risk of spillage incidents polluting the receiving environment, including the Special Area of 
 Conservation of Lough Ree, through engineered treatment and containment facilities incorporated into the  
 drainage design of this road project;



Feedback
The Emerging Preferred Route Option Corridor public consultation period will run between 14th December 2020 
and 29th January 2021, with online video and telephone consultations being held between the 4th and 29th January 
2021. During this public consultation we are inviting feedback on the Emerging Preferred Route Option Corridor.  
Submissions can be made electronically via the project website www.N61Roscommon.ie or by completing a feedback 
form and returning it by email or to the Freepost address below:

FREEPOST FRN31
The Project Engineer (N61 BKRP), 
Roscommon National Roads Regional Office, 
Roscommon County Council, 
Racecourse Road, Roscommon Town, 
County Roscommon, 
F42 WY23

Please make your submissions by Friday, 29th of January 2021. 

For additional project information, please visit the project webpage at www.N61roscommon.ie. 

Alternatively, please contact a member of the project team at the address and phone number below: 

Phone Number: 087 281 7589

Email: N61BK@n61roscommon.ie

For anyone who has no access to online information, details of the Emerging Preferred Route Corridor Maps will be 
on display for viewing externally in Áras an Chonate, Roscommon Town from the 14th December.

What Happens Next?
Over the coming months, the Project Team will review and consider all submissions received in response to the 
‘Emerging Preferred Route Option Corridor’ and will finalise the ‘Preferred Route Corridor’ selection process. 

The Option Selection Report containing the Stage 2 Route Options Appraisal will be finalised upon review and 
consideration of the public feedback, the ‘Preferred Route Option’ will then be confirmed, and the Option Selection 
Report will be finalised.  

Following confirmation of the preferred route corridor, the Project Team will then further develop the Design, 
undertaking additional environmental and technical surveys and assessments. This process will culminate in the 
publication of the Statutory Orders and applicable Environmental Report(s) in accordance with relevant legislation 
for the Development consent processes.

Anticipated Timeframe

Stage Period
Publication of Option Selection Report 2021

Design Development and Environmental Assessment 2021/2022

Prepare & Submit Planning Submission 2022
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Notes:

1. DO NOT SCALE, use figured dimensions only.

2. All levels are referred to Ordnance Survey Datum,
Malin Head.

3. All coordinates are to the IRISH Transverse
Mercator (ITM).

4. The indicative route of the proposed N61 and
indicative junction locations shown on this drawing
were developed for the purposes of informing the
Option Selection Process, is subject to change, and
is being shown to encourage feedback from the
public and stakeholders through this Public
Consultation process. When the Preferred Route
Corridor Option is finalised, the route of the new
N61 will be further developed and refined through
the next Phase of the planning. The width of the
new N61 Route shown does not represent the final
width of the completed design and is provided for
demonstration purposes only. The required width is
expected to vary throughout the length of the route,
and will be identified in the next Phase of the
planning and design process.

5. The Emerging Preferred Route Corridor shown is
typically 300m wide. The 300m corridor does not
represent the actual width of the road scheme or
the lands to be acquired - the corridor indicates the
lands within which the N61 road scheme could be
developed. The exact details of the land take,
earthworks, junction and side road design and
property impacts will be developed during the next
Phase of the planning and design process.

6. A Type 1 Single Carriageway road cross-section
type has been initially selected for the assessment
of the Route Corridor Options and the identification
of an Emerging Preferred Route  Corridor. The final
road cross-section will be determined during the TII
Phase 3 'Design and Environmental Evaluation'
process.
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